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ABSTRACT

The right to education is one of the most fundamental human rights, rooted in the inherent dignity of the human person. This
right has been emphasized not only in international legal instruments but also in religious and jurisprudential sources. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, the present study conducts a comparative examination of the perspectives of Imami (Ja'fari Shi'a)
jurisprudence and the Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding children's right to education. The objective is to identify
the points of convergence and divergence between these two intellectual frameworks and to explore the possibilities for their
mutual compatibility and development. From the perspective of Imami jurisprudence, the importance of educating and
nurturing children from an early age is clearly evident through references to Qur'anic verses, traditions (hadiths), and the
opinions of jurists. Education is viewed not merely as a right of the child but also as a responsibility incumbent upon parents
and the government. In contrast, the Convention on the Rights of the Child (United Nations, 1989), emphasizing the principles
of equality, freedom, and human dignity, recognizes education as a universal, inalienable right that states are obligated to
guarantee. This study demonstrates that although differences exist between Imami jurisprudence and the international human
rights system in terms of structure and underlying foundations, both approaches emphasize the importance of education as a
key factor in the development of the child's personality, the improvement of quality of life, and the realization of social justice.
Furthermore, the study highlights the potential of jurisprudential capacities to facilitate the localization and implementation of
the Convention's provisions within Islamic societies. The findings of this research may assist educational policymakers,
legislators, legal scholars, and social reformers in adopting a comprehensive and integrated approach to children's educational
rights.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The right to education of children is one of the most fundamental legal, moral, and civilizational
questions in both religious jurisprudence and modern human rights discourse. In Imami
jurisprudence, education is not treated merely as an institutional service or a social privilege, but as
a divinely grounded duty connected to human dignity, moral formation, religious responsibility, and
the future welfare of the child. The family is viewed as the first educational institution, because the
child’s earliest intellectual, emotional, and ethical dispositions are shaped within the parental
environment. This view is supported by Islamic narrations that emphasize the responsibility of
parents to teach children literacy, religious knowledge, manners, cleanliness, moral conduct, and
proper social behavior (Ansari & Colleagues, 2004; Mohammadian, 2007). In this framework, the child
is regarded as a trust placed in the hands of parents and guardians, and neglecting the child’s
education is not only a social failure but also a moral and religious deficiency. Therefore, the present
study examines the right to education of children comparatively in Imami jurisprudence and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, with emphasis on the points of convergence, divergence, and
possible complementarity between these two normative systems.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative method. The descriptive dimension
explains the jurisprudential foundations of children’s education in Imami thought and the legal
foundations of education in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, while the analytical dimension
evaluates how each framework conceptualizes the source, holder, addressee, and scope of the right

to education. In Imami jurisprudence, the main sources include Qur’anic principles, narrations from
the Prophet and the Imams, juristic rules, and classical legal discussions on guardianship, parental
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responsibility, moral training, and beneficial knowledge. Narrations attributed to the Prophet
emphasize the pursuit of knowledge throughout life, while other traditions identify teaching reading
and writing as part of the child’s rights over the father (Nuri Tabarsi, 1987). The sayings of Imam Ali
also describe the child’s heart as fertile land that accepts whatever is planted in it, thereby
underlining the formative power of early education (Subhi). By contrast, the Convention on the
Rights of the Child recognizes education as a universal and enforceable human right, requiring states
to provide accessible, equal, and progressively developed educational opportunities for all children.
The findings show that Imami jurisprudence gives education a broad and multidimensional
meaning. Education is not restricted to formal schooling; rather, it includes moral refinement,
religious instruction, social discipline, bodily cleanliness, proper manners, useful knowledge, and
preparation for responsible life. The Islamic legal and ethical tradition emphasizes that education
should begin from early childhood and continue throughout life, because the child’s personality is
formed gradually through repeated instruction, imitation, encouragement, and moral habituation
(Mohammadian, 2007). Several narrations classify children’s education as a parental duty and a
child’s entitlement, especially in relation to literacy, religious knowledge, Qur’anic instruction, and
practical ethics (Halabi, 1983; Majlisi, 1983). The study also finds that pedagogical methods in Imami
teachings are not limited to command and discipline; they include encouragement, storytelling,
competition, kindness, respect, and the gradual cultivation of inner motivation. For example,
narrations concerning Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn demonstrate that encouragement and wise
competition may be used to strengthen learning without humiliating or discouraging the child
(Majlisi, 1983).

Another important finding concerns the role of jurisprudential rules in grounding the educational
rights of children. Rules such as protection or prevention, beneficial knowledge, and teaching the
ignorant provide a normative structure for deriving educational duties in new circumstances. The
rule of protection requires parents and guardians to preserve children from moral, spiritual, and
social harm and to guide them toward obedience, responsibility, and constructive conduct. The rule
of beneficial knowledge gives priority to knowledge that serves the child’s worldly and otherworldly
welfare and prevents the waste of life in useless or harmful learning. The rule of teaching the ignorant
supports the obligation or desirability of educating those who lack necessary knowledge, particularly
where ignorance leads to neglect of obligatory duties. These rules demonstrate that Imami
jurisprudence has internal resources for addressing contemporary educational issues, including
curriculum design, parental responsibility, moral education, and institutional policy. Classical
juristic sources also show that Islamic law does not treat education as an isolated act, but as part of
a wider system of guardianship, public welfare, discipline, and social justice (Ansari & Colleagues,
2004; Najafi).

In comparison, the Convention on the Rights of the Child frames education primarily as a legal right
that states must respect, protect, and fulfill. It stresses compulsory and free primary education,
accessibility of secondary and vocational education, equal opportunity, human dignity, preparation
for responsible life, and the development of the child’s personality, talents, and mental and physical
abilities. This approach differs from Imami jurisprudence in its legal language and institutional
emphasis, because the Convention places the state at the center of implementation, whereas Imami
jurisprudence gives primary responsibility to parents while also recognizing the supportive and
supervisory role of the community and government. However, despite these foundational
differences, the two systems converge on several substantive points: both regard education as
essential to human development; both connect education with dignity and social welfare; both
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emphasize the child’s future role in society; and both reject neglect of children’s intellectual and
moral growth. Imami jurisprudence can therefore provide a culturally and religiously grounded basis
for implementing children’s educational rights in Islamic societies, while the Convention can supply
a modern legal framework for institutional accountability and equal access.

In conclusion, the comparative analysis indicates that the right to education of children in Imami
jurisprudence and the Convention on the Rights of the Child should not be viewed as two wholly
opposing frameworks. Their philosophical foundations differ: one is rooted in divine obligation,
moral responsibility, and jurisprudential duty, while the other is based on universal human rights,
state obligation, and civil equality. Yet both ultimately recognize education as indispensable for the
flourishing of the child, the development of personality, the realization of social justice, and the
formation of a responsible human being. Imami jurisprudence expands the meaning of education by
integrating moral, spiritual, familial, and social dimensions, while the Convention strengthens the
legal and institutional guarantees required for universal access. A balanced approach can use the
normative depth of Imami jurisprudence and the rights-based structure of the Convention to develop
educational policies that are both culturally legitimate and legally effective. Such an approach may
assist legislators, educational policymakers, jurists, and social reformers in designing a
comprehensive model of children’s educational rights that respects religious values, protects
children’s dignity, and responds to the needs of contemporary society.
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