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ABSTRACT

Cyberspace, as a technological infrastructure for communication and social interaction, occupies a distinctive position in the
Second Phase of the Islamic Revolution. Within cyberspace, communications have been facilitated, and multimedia data,
including video, audio, and text, are readily accessible. Such data are available to users for storage and shared utilization. At
present, cyberspace, given its form and nature, has generated both disadvantages and advantages. Consequently, new
opportunities and challenges associated with this environment have emerged. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to identify
the sociological requirements and imperatives necessary for the realization of the purposeful development of cyberspace from
the perspective of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution. The study population consisted of specialists and experts
relevant to the research topic, including congregational prayer leaders and university scholars in the fields of communication
sciences and social sciences in the city of Kazerun. Based on the qualitative research design, 10 participants were selected through
snowball sampling and interviewed until theoretical saturation was achieved. This study employed a qualitative methodology.
Data were collected through semi-structured interviews, and the collected data were analyzed using thematic analysis. The
findings indicated that the sociological requirements and imperatives for realizing the purposeful development of cyberspace
from the perspective of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution include strengthening cyberspace, managing cyberspace,
utilizing opportunities available in cyberspace, promoting Islamic concepts and teachings in cyberspace, combating disbelief,
atheism, and hypocrisy in cyberspace, planning to address the harms of cyberspace affecting children and adolescents,
emphasizing hope-generating content, ensuring cyberspace security, producing and promoting Iranian digital games,
establishing the National Information Network, utilizing the unprecedented capacity of cyberspace for disseminating Islamic
teachings, expanding the “Cultural NATO” to guide societal transformations, and fulfilling the requirements of globalization and
the new world order.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

Cyberspace has become one of the most influential infrastructures of contemporary social life,
communication, cultural production, political participation, and identity formation. As a
technological and social environment, it is no longer merely a communicative tool but a
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multidimensional field in which meanings, norms, relationships, conflicts, and forms of governance
are continuously produced and reproduced. The expansion of digital communication technologies
has altered the traditional boundaries of time, place, audience, and authority, creating a social
condition in which individuals simultaneously act as receivers, producers, interpreters, and
distributors of information (Shahghasemi, 2006). In such a context, cyberspace should be understood
not only as a technical domain but also as a sociological phenomenon that affects collective
consciousness, patterns of interaction, public opinion, youth identity, religious communication, and
national-cultural security. The rapid growth of social networks has intensified these transformations
by providing interactive platforms through which users share personal information, cultural
preferences, political views, religious perceptions, and social experiences (Taravati, 2014).
Accordingly, the purposeful development of cyberspace requires a comprehensive sociological
understanding of both its opportunities and its harms. From this perspective, the present study seeks
to explain the sociological requirements and imperatives for realizing the process of purposeful
cyberspace development from the viewpoint of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution, with
particular attention to the Second Phase of the Islamic Revolution Statement and its emphasis on
self-building, society-building, civilization-building, youth agency, cultural resistance, and the
construction of a new Islamic civilization.

The theoretical foundation of the study is based on the assumption that cyberspace simultaneously
contains emancipatory, participatory, educational, cultural, and threatening potentials. On the one
hand, cyberspace facilitates access to knowledge, accelerates communication, enables new forms of
collective action, supports public diplomacy, expands social learning, and creates a broad capacity
for the dissemination of religious and cultural teachings (Soltanifar, 2010). On the other hand, it may
produce identity instability, moral disorder, cultural dependency, generational gaps, social isolation,
addiction, exposure to unethical content, weakening of family relations, and vulnerability among
children and adolescents (Abdul Jalil, 2024). This dual nature requires cyberspace to be approached
through a balanced framework that avoids both technological optimism and threat-based
reductionism. Previous studies have shown that digital platforms and social networks can generate
opportunities in education, entertainment, empowerment, flexibility, social participation, and equal
access, while simultaneously creating individual, familial, educational, personality-related, identity-
related, and intergenerational harms (Mashayekh & Hajizadeh, 2023). Therefore, the central
sociological problem is not whether cyberspace is inherently beneficial or harmful, but how it can be
governed, organized, localized, secured, and culturally directed in accordance with social needs,
religious values, national independence, and civilizational objectives. In this regard, the study
conceptualizes purposeful cyberspace development as a strategic process that involves strengthening
domestic capacities, managing content and infrastructure, protecting vulnerable groups, promoting
Islamic teachings, confronting ideological threats, and using digital technologies as tools for social
hope, justice, participation, and cultural resilience.

Methodologically, the study employed a qualitative, descriptive-analytical design based on thematic
analysis. The research population consisted of experts and specialists relevant to the topic, including
congregational prayer leaders and university specialists in communication sciences and social
sciences in the city of Kazerun. Based on the logic of qualitative inquiry, 10 participants were selected
through snowball sampling, and the interviews continued until theoretical saturation was achieved.
Data were collected through semi-structured interviews, which allowed the researcher to ask similar
core questions while giving participants sufficient freedom to elaborate on their views, experiences,
interpretations, and analytical judgments. Thematic analysis was used because it is an appropriate
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method for identifying recurring meanings, organizing qualitative data, and discovering conceptual
patterns across participants’ responses. In this process, the researcher first became familiar with the
data, generated initial codes, searched for themes, organized the codes into broader categories,
refined the thematic network, and finally interpreted the themes in relation to the research
objectives. The use of thematic analysis was particularly suitable because the subject of cyberspace
is multidimensional and involves cultural, political, educational, moral, technological, and
sociological dimensions. The analytical approach also made it possible to move from individual
interview statements to general categories such as cyberspace management, content hopefulness,
digital security, protection of children and adolescents, promotion of Islamic knowledge, national
information infrastructure, and resistance to cultural domination. The methodological design is
consistent with studies that emphasize the need for interpretive and qualitative approaches in
understanding the lived, cultural, and social consequences of cyberspace and digital media use
(Inobembhe et al., 2023).

The findings showed that the sociological requirements and imperatives for purposeful cyberspace
development can be organized around several interrelated dimensions. The first and most frequently
emphasized requirement was strengthening cyberspace, which refers to building national,
infrastructural, cultural, technical, and human capacities in order to avoid passivity and dependency.
The second requirement was cyberspace management, understood as the necessity of preventing
cyberspace from becoming uncontrolled, disorganized, culturally harmful, or dominated by hostile
actors. The third requirement was the effective use of opportunities in cyberspace, particularly for
education, public awareness, religious communication, social justice, governance participation, and
the dissemination of Islamic and revolutionary values. Participants also emphasized avoiding moral
abnormalities and unethical behavior, reducing dependency on foreign information technologies,
promoting Islamic concepts and teachings, confronting disbelief, atheism, hypocrisy, and ideological
deviation, and planning to address cyberspace harms affecting children and adolescents. These
themes correspond with research indicating that children and teenagers face serious risks in
cyberspace, including exposure to immoral resources, ideological confusion, value conflict, internet
addiction, social isolation, wasted time, weakened family communication, and generational gaps
(Barak, 2024). Another important finding was the emphasis on hope-generating content, which
reflects the need to use cyberspace as a means of strengthening collective morale, national
confidence, youth motivation, and future-oriented social imagination. Security in cyberspace,
production and promotion of Iranian digital games, establishment of the National Information
Network, recognition of the unprecedented capacity of cyberspace for disseminating Islamic
teachings, transformation in methods of thought transmission, resistance to “Cultural NATO,” and
fulfilling the requirements of globalization and the new world order were also identified as key
themes.

The validation of the identified codes through CVR and CVI indices indicated that most of the
extracted themes were confirmed by the experts. The codes related to strengthening cyberspace,
managing cyberspace, using cyberspace opportunities, promoting Islamic concepts and teachings,
confronting disbelief, atheism, and hypocrisy, planning for the protection of children and
adolescents, emphasizing hope in content production, ensuring cyberspace security, producing and
promoting Iranian games, establishing the National Information Network, using the unprecedented
capacity of cyberspace for Islamic education, expanding cultural resistance against “Cultural NATO,”
and addressing the requirements of globalization and the new world order were confirmed as valid
and important. These findings are consistent with the idea that Islamic governance of cyberspace
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must be based on religious principles, public-interest regulation, administrative systematization,
electronic governance, cybersecurity, monitoring, content production, distribution, feedback, and
civilizational capacity-building (Abedi Darcheh, 2023). Moreover, the results show that cyberspace
governance cannot be reduced to filtering, control, or technical infrastructure alone; rather, it must
include cultural policy, moral education, media literacy, family protection, youth empowerment,
domestic platform development, national identity formation, and active participation in global
information flows. The findings also align with research emphasizing that media literacy is one of
the strongest strategies for protecting youth in cyberspace, especially because young users are among
the most active and vulnerable groups in digital environments (Inobemhe et al., 2023). Therefore,
purposeful cyberspace development requires a comprehensive model that integrates technological
sovereignty, sociological awareness, cultural planning, educational intervention, religious
communication, and ethical governance.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that cyberspace is a decisive arena for social transformation,
cultural continuity, youth identity, religious communication, and civilizational development. From
the perspective examined in this research, cyberspace should neither be abandoned to uncontrolled
global forces nor reduced to a purely security-oriented issue. Rather, it must be purposefully
strengthened, managed, localized, secured, and directed toward social hope, Islamic education,
cultural independence, youth empowerment, and the realization of the broader goals of the Second
Phase of the Islamic Revolution. The most important sociological requirements identified in this
study include cyberspace strengthening, cyberspace management, use of digital opportunities,
prevention of moral and cultural harms, independence from foreign technological domination,
promotion of Islamic teachings, protection of children and adolescents, production of hope-oriented
content, cybersecurity, development of Iranian digital games, establishment of the National
Information Network, use of cyberspace for disseminating Islamic knowledge, resistance to cultural
domination, and preparation for the realities of globalization and the new world order. Overall, the
purposeful development of cyberspace requires a multidimensional approach in which technology,
culture, religion, governance, education, family, youth, and national identity are treated as
interconnected components of one strategic process.
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