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ABSTRACT

Using a comparative-critical approach, this study analyzes the protection of child and adolescent victims within the distinct legal
and institutional contexts of Iran and Canada. It demonstrates that “protection,” rather than being merely the product of the
existence of legal rules, results from the interaction among legislation, institutional capacity, funding, implementation standards,
and organizational culture. In Iran, the central issue is conceptualized as a “gap between law and implementation,” accompanied
by weaknesses in supportive and intersectoral institutions. In Canada, the central issue manifests as “protective heterogeneity”
arising from federalism, as well as from the internal provincial limitations of the criminal justice system. Consequently, in
practice, a child under the age of 18 does not encounter a uniform system of protection but is instead subject to varying provincial
regimes. The present study subsequently highlights four structural weaknesses in the Canadian criminal justice system: the
reproduction of secondary victimization throughout judicial proceedings (prosecution and trial); the inadequacy of judicial
dispositions in ensuring victim safety; selective prevention and the rendering invisible of certain forms of harm, including
corporate and structural harms; and the substitution of welfare-oriented policies with stigmatization or control of “targeted
victims.” Finally, the role of the federal victims’ rights framework (CVRA/CVBR) is analyzed as a progressive step toward the
formal recognition of victims’ rights. Nevertheless, limitations in enforcement mechanisms, the absence of an independent cause
of action or entitlement to damages solely on the basis of a rights violation, and the fragmentation of complaint mechanisms
under federalism constrain its protective capacity. The overall conclusion is that effective protection of child victims requires the
“translation of rights into services” through minimum national standards, binding enforcement mechanisms, and trauma-
informed design at every point of contact between the child and the justice and welfare systems.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The protection of child and adolescent victims constitutes one of the most important indicators of
the substantive effectiveness of criminal justice systems, because the formal recognition of victims’
rights does not necessarily guarantee their actual realization in judicial and welfare practice.
Children who experience victimization may suffer not only from the immediate consequences of the
offense but also from secondary victimization during reporting, investigation, prosecution, trial,
sentencing, and post-trial processes. Repeated interviews, inappropriate questioning, direct
confrontation with the accused, disclosure of personal information, lengthy judicial proceedings,
inadequate access to psychological and social services, and ineffective compensation mechanisms
may intensify the original harm and weaken children’s confidence in formal institutions.
Contemporary victimological approaches therefore emphasize that the protection of child victims
must extend beyond the declaratory recognition of rights and must include institutional
arrangements capable of translating legal entitlements into accessible, measurable, and trauma-
informed services. In this context, the present study comparatively and critically examines the
protection of child and adolescent victims in Iran and Canada, focusing on the gap between formally
recognized rights and their practical implementation. The study is based on the premise that children
possess a set of fundamental rights within criminal justice processes, including the right to dignity
and respectful treatment, the right to express views and concerns, the right to information, the right
to security and protection, the right to assistance and specialized services, and the right to access
justice and reparation. These rights are closely connected to the broader principle of the inherent
dignity of children and to the requirement that children’s specific vulnerabilities be recognized
within legal and institutional decision-making (Beigi & Ardabili, 2009; Zarei & Mohammadi, 2022).
The right of child victims to be heard is particularly important because participation can prevent
their reduction to passive evidentiary objects and can strengthen their procedural agency, provided
that such participation occurs in a manner compatible with their age, psychological condition, and
best interests (Rayejian Asli & Razaghi Mousavi, 2021). Accordingly, the main objective of the study is
to determine why legal rights do not consistently produce effective protection in either Iran or
Canada and to identify the institutional, financial, cultural, procedural, and federal factors that
contribute to this implementation gap.
The theoretical framework of the study combines supportive victimology, the sociology of law, critical
theory, and zemiology in order to move beyond a narrow doctrinal analysis of statutory provisions.
From a supportive victimological perspective, respect for human dignity requires that victims be
treated compassionately, impartially, confidentially, and without discrimination throughout the
criminal process, particularly when they are children whose age, dependency, or psychological
vulnerability may increase their exposure to further harm (Beigi & Ardabili, 2009). The right to
information similarly functions as a practical condition for meaningful participation, because victims
cannot exercise procedural rights effectively when they lack understandable information concerning
their role, the progress of investigations, court proceedings, available protective measures, or
avenues of redress (Rayejian Asli, 2019). The study also employs Habermasian critical theory to
explain how legal norms may lose their protective capacity when legislation and implementation are
disconnected from meaningful communication among lawmakers, judges, social workers,
psychologists, educators, families, and other relevant stakeholders. From this perspective, law
becomes socially effective only when abstract legal norms are translated into comprehensible
institutional practices and when the lived experiences of affected groups influence the formation and
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implementation of legal policy (Tavana, 2011). Zemiology further expands the analysis by directing
attention from formally defined crime toward broader forms of social and institutional harm. This
approach is particularly relevant to children because harmful conditions may originate not only from
individual offenders but also from inadequate welfare systems, discriminatory administrative
practices, poorly designed educational environments, fragmented services, or institutional
procedures that reproduce vulnerability. The study therefore treats secondary victimization as both
a procedural and structural phenomenon and evaluates whether criminal justice and welfare
institutions reduce or reproduce harm. This framework is also consistent with research emphasizing
the importance of children’s rights, dignity, psychosocial adjustment, family support, and the
institutional conditions necessary for healthy development (Safara et al., 2024; Yousefi, 2011). The
analytical method is comparative and problem-oriented, concentrating on the principal points of
contact between child victims and the justice system, including police, prosecution services, courts,
victim-support agencies, social services, and post-judgment mechanisms of protection and
reparation.

The analysis of Iran indicates that the principal problem is not an absolute absence of protective
legislation but rather a persistent gap between legislative development and effective implementation.
The legal system has increasingly recognized the necessity of protecting children and adolescents,
and recent legislative developments reflect a stronger orientation toward safeguarding dignity,
hearing children’s views, responding to abuse, and establishing institutional duties concerning
vulnerable minors. Nevertheless, the practical realization of these protections remains constrained
by uneven institutional capacity, insufficient specialized personnel, weak interagency coordination,
limited referral mechanisms, inadequate psychological and social-service infrastructure, and the
absence of consistently applied trauma-informed standards. The study argues that this
implementation deficit transforms some formally recognized rights into contingent or symbolic
entitlements rather than reliable protections. The problem is especially visible in the management
of child interviews, evidentiary assessment, sexual offenses, personality assessment, social-work
intervention, and long-term rehabilitation. The child’s personality file, for example, can function as
an important bridge between legal decision-making and the child’s psychological and social
circumstances, but only if it contains substantive professional assessments rather than merely formal
or administrative information. Research on offender and personality files confirms the importance
of systematic individual assessment for understanding personal and contextual factors relevant to
criminal proceedings (Amini Khaneh Bargh et al., 2022). Likewise, the protection of children requires
that procedural actors understand developmental differences in cognition, decision-making, fear
responses, disclosure patterns, and the effects of trauma. In sexual victimization cases, delayed
reporting, freezing, dependency on the offender, shame, or inconsistent narratives should not
automatically be interpreted as evidence of consent or unreliability. The analysis further identifies
tensions between protective criminalization and cultural or normative practices that may normalize
certain forms of violence against children. Such tensions may weaken legal protection when
disciplinary violence is socially or institutionally tolerated. Iranian scholarship on child victimization
and children’s legal protections likewise underscores the importance of harmonizing legal rules with
the particular vulnerabilities and dignity of children (Abbasi Kalimani, 2010, 2019). Consequently,
the Iranian case demonstrates that legislative progress alone cannot secure child protection unless
it is supported by professional training, operational protocols, adequate funding, effective social
work, accessible mental-health services, multidisciplinary referral systems, and mechanisms of

institutional accountability.
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The Canadian case reveals a different but related implementation problem. Canada has developed a
comparatively elaborate framework of victims’ rights and victim-support mechanisms, including
rights to information, protection, participation, and the pursuit of restitution or reparation.
Nevertheless, the federal structure creates considerable variation in the practical protection available
to children across provinces and territories. Criminal law operates largely within a federal
framework, while health care, social services, child welfare, and many aspects of victim assistance
are substantially administered at the provincial or territorial level. Consequently, a child may possess
similar formal rights under federal criminal law while experiencing significantly different levels of
practical protection depending on local resources, institutional capacity, and provincial service
arrangements. This produces what the study conceptualizes as a “geography of protective
inequality,” in which access to trauma-informed interviewing, safe waiting areas, remote testimony,
psychological counseling, victim advocates, and rapid referral services is not necessarily uniform.
Canadian scholarship on victims’ rights demonstrates the expansion of victim participation and the
growing institutional recognition of victims within criminal justice processes (Young & Dhanjal,
2021). Victim impact statements, for example, have become an important mechanism through which
victims may communicate the consequences of criminal conduct to sentencing courts and participate
more visibly in criminal proceedings (Roberts, 2020). At the same time, the study identifies four
structural weaknesses in the Canadian system: the potential reproduction of secondary victimization
during prosecution and trial; the possibility that sentencing or release arrangements may
inadequately address the victim’s continuing sense of security; selective prevention that may
prioritize visible interpersonal offending while rendering structural and corporate harms less visible;
and the substitution of welfare-oriented prevention with stigmatization or control of socially visible
or marginalized young people. The Canadian Victims Bill of Rights represents a significant
advancement in the formal recognition of victims’ entitlements, but its practical capacity is
constrained where violations do not automatically create an independent cause of action, entitlement
to damages, or a uniform mechanism of enforcement. Critical assessments of rights protections in
Canada similarly demonstrate that the existence of a rights instrument does not in itself guarantee
full substantive realization of the interests it recognizes (Akhavan, 2021; Eslami et al., 2022). The
effectiveness of the Canadian framework therefore depends heavily on institutional implementation
and the capacity of federal and provincial bodies to transform general rights into specific protective
practices.

The comparative findings show that Iran and Canada reach the same fundamental difficulty through
different institutional pathways. In Iran, the principal gap arises from the disjunction between
legislation, institutional capacity, professional infrastructure, coordination, and implementation; in
Canada, the gap is more strongly shaped by federalism, provincial variation, fragmented complaint
mechanisms, and uneven service capacity. Nevertheless, both systems demonstrate that the formal
declaration of victims’ rights is insufficient unless those rights are accompanied by enforceable
duties, accessible services, professional standards, and mechanisms of accountability. The
comparative analysis consequently reframes child-victim protection as a process of “translating
rights into services.” Such translation requires, first, minimum mandatory standards governing
child-sensitive and trauma-informed treatment at every stage of criminal proceedings; second,
reliable mechanisms through which children and their representatives can obtain information and
express concerns; third, institutional arrangements for minimizing direct confrontation with alleged
offenders and reducing repetitive or intimidating questioning; fourth, effective multidisciplinary
coordination among justice, social welfare, education, health, and mental-health services; fifth,
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meaningful forms of reparation that extend beyond monetary compensation to psychological
treatment, rehabilitation, educational assistance, and privacy protection; and sixth, independent
assessment of implementation outcomes. The right to express views and concerns should be treated
as a substantive procedural right rather than a symbolic opportunity, particularly because children
may otherwise be silenced by the institutional dominance of adult professionals (Rayejian Asli &
Razaghi Mousavi, 2021). Similarly, the right to reparation must be understood within a restorative
framework that addresses the actual consequences of victimization rather than merely the formal
disposition of the criminal case (Rayejian Asli, 2019). The findings further suggest that institutional
responses must be differentiated according to the developmental and psychosocial needs of children
while avoiding discriminatory treatment. Supportive services should therefore be designed around
vulnerability, dignity, safety, and recovery rather than solely around the evidentiary needs of
prosecution. The comparative perspective also demonstrates the importance of interdisciplinary
policymaking: legal reforms that are disconnected from developmental psychology, social work,
public health, educational policy, and trauma research are likely to remain administratively
incomplete. Effective child-victim policy thus requires a coordinated institutional ecosystem rather
than isolated legislative provisions.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that the decisive measure of a child-protection system is not
the number of rights formally recognized in legislation but the extent to which those rights produce
accessible, consistent, measurable, and effective protection in the child’s lived experience. Iran and
Canada illustrate two distinct manifestations of the same broader problem: the failure to ensure a
stable institutional connection between normative entitlement and practical support. In Iran,
improving protection requires reducing the implementation gap through clearer operational
standards, specialized training, genuine multidisciplinary personality assessment, stronger social-
work and referral systems, adequate funding, and systematic institutional oversight. In Canada,
reform requires reducing the protective inequalities produced by provincial variation, strengthening
minimum national standards, improving coordination across levels of government, and ensuring
that victims’ rights are accompanied by meaningful and accessible enforcement mechanisms. For
both systems, the most defensible policy direction is the establishment of a trauma-informed
continuum of protection extending from the first disclosure of victimization through investigation,
adjudication, post-trial support, rehabilitation, and long-term recovery. Minimum national
standards should define essential procedural safeguards, including protection from unnecessary
confrontation, child-sensitive interviewing, confidentiality, timely information, supportive
accompaniment, and rapid access to psychological, legal, educational, and social services. Complaint
mechanisms should be simple, time-bound, independent, and capable of producing corrective
institutional action. Reparation should likewise be reconceptualized as restoration, encompassing
treatment, rehabilitation, educational continuity, privacy protection, and measures designed to
restore the child’s sense of safety and agency. Ultimately, the success of supportive criminal policy
must be assessed through demonstrable reductions in secondary victimization and measurable
improvements in children’s access to protection. Only when legal rights become standardized
services, enforceable institutional duties, and observable improvements in the lived experience of
child victims can a justice system credibly claim that it has moved from symbolic recognition to
effective protection.
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